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September 21 - 27, 2026 
 

For over 45 years, the Catholic Church in the United States has celebrated National 
Migration Week (NMW). This is an opportunity to reflect on our history as an 
immigrant Church and the ways in which our country has been enriched by 
generations of immigrants, including the many Catholics who have adopted this land 
as their own. It is also an occasion to grow in appreciation of the challenges faced by 
migrants and refugees, both in the United States and beyond, and to express solidarity 
through prayer, accompaniment, and advocacy.  
 
This year, National Migration Week takes place September 21–27. It will culminate 
with the Universal Church's annual commemoration of the World Day of Migrants 
and Refugees (WDMR) on the last Sunday of the month (September 27). 
 
Pope Leo XIV 
chose "Even 
just one of these 
children" for 
this year's 
WDMR theme, 
which is a 
reference to 
Matthew 18:5: 
“Whoever 
welcomes one 
such child in my 
name welcomes 
me.” When this theme was announced, the Vatican noted, “With this choice, the Holy 
Father intends to express the Church’s concern for minors directly involved in 
migration, recalling the duty to welcome each one of them as the Gospel teaches us.” 
        ~ USCCB website  

https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2026/04/09/260409b.html
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We are Called to Respond 
“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 

This quotation challenges each of us to reflect more closely on the often-dire 
situations that drive children to migrate - often alone - in search of a safe haven.   
 

▪ What can I/we do to ensure that child migrants are not exploited but 
receive the care that they deserve? 

 
▪ What steps can I/we take in our local community to welcome migrants 

and help them become more fully integration in their new home? 
 

To learn more about the Church teaching on migration, please visit: 

www.justiceforimmigrants.org 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.justiceforimmigrants.org/
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The Cabrini Pledge 
The Cabrini Pledge is both a reminder of our immigrant heritage and a call to 
deeper engagement with our faith in response to current events. At a time when 
our culture is dominated by deep political divisions and reasonable disagreements 
about immigration policy, progress can feel impossible. But by witnessing to the 
God-given dignity of every person, including the migrants and refugees in our 
midst, we pave the way for an approach rooted in mercy, justice, and the 
common good. And together, like Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, we can be keepers 
of hope. 
Explore the call 
 

 

“Migrants and refugees 
remind the Church of her 
pilgrim dimension, 
perpetually journeying 
towards her final homeland, 
sustained by a hope that is 
a theological virtue.” 
—Pope Leo XIV, Message for the 111th 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
 
  

The history of the U.S. Catholic Church, like the history of the United States itself, 
is very much intertwined with the phenomenon of migration. The first American 
citizen to be canonized a saint, Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini, was the 
embodiment of this. An immigrant from Italy, she adopted this country as her 
own. While often facing discrimination and seemingly impossible odds, she never 
succumbed to hopelessness. With relentless faith, she accompanied her fellow 
immigrants and others living on the margins of society with a great missionary 
zeal.  
 
But Mother Cabrini’s challenges, and the challenges of those she served, are not 
unique among the generations of Catholics and immigrants in general who have 
come to this land. This is not just a matter of history. It is a present reality in the 
life of our Church and nation.  ~ USCCB  
  

https://www.usccb.org/cabrinipledge
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I PLEDGE: 

• To affirm, in word and deed, the inherent dignity of every person, regardless 
of immigration status or country of origin, seeing each as a child of God before 
all else. 
  

• To engage with Scripture and the Church’s social teaching, reflecting on the 
role of migration in salvation history, the history of the United States, and the 
history of my own family.  
  

• To listen and learn about the circumstances facing migrants and refugees, 
including those in my community, with an open heart and mind.  
  

• To seek opportunities for encounter, so as to grow in deeper understanding 
and communion that leads to an authentic solidarity with those in need.  
  

• To consider what it means to be a good neighbor and how I am called to 
reflect the love and hope of Christ to others.  
  

• To encourage civic dialogue that places the human person and the sanctity 
of families at the center of policymaking, especially toward the end of 
meaningful immigration reform.  
  

• To join with Pope Leo in praying for all migrants and refugees as fellow 
travelers on the journey to our true homeland. ~ USCCB  
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Cabrini Campus of Villanova University ~ 

Dedication  
 

On the afternoon of September 10th, the Villanova University community held the formal 
dedication ceremony for its 112-acre Cabrini Campus following a two-year revitalization 
program.  
 

The ceremony was held on what is now known as the 
Cabrini Arbor - formerly The Commons and Peace 
Pole Garden. The proceedings featured remarks from 
Villanova University President Rev. Peter M. 
Donohue, O.S.A., PhD and Sister Diane Olmstead, 
MSC, former Guadalupe Province Provincial and 
Villanova trustee.  
 
Their remarks emphasized preserving the spirit and 
mission of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini. Sister Diane 
highlighted Mother Cabrini's philosophy of “the 
education of the heart” - the whole person—mind, 
heart, and soul, expressing gratitude that students 
once again are filling the campus. 

Fr. Peter noted that the new campus represents an 
historic, once-in-a-generation expansion for Villanova. 
He thanked the Missionary Sisters for entrusting the 
university to carry forward Mother Cabrini's legacy of 

service and faith.  

Missionary Sisters, Cabrini alumni, former 
faculty, staff and friends in attendance noted 
the many thoughtful Cabrinian touches for 
the reception such violet centerpieces and 
Italian 
cookies 
and gelato.  

The newly 
dedicated campus accommodates more than 2,000 
undergraduate and graduate students, offering modernized 
classrooms, residential halls, study areas, and academic 
institutions, including the Mother Cabrini Institute on 
Immigration.  ~ excerpts from Villanova University social media and The Villanovan 

 

Sr. Diane Olmstead, MSC and Fr. Peter 
Donohue, OSA, offered remarks during 
the dedication.  

Srs. Pietrina Raccuglia, MSC 2nd r. and Eileen Currie, 
MSC, r. along with Cabrini alum Liz McNerlin Collins 
’71 and her husband, Jim listen to remarks.  

Violet tablecloths and centerpieces 
- thoughtful Cabrini touches grace 
the Dedication Ceremony.  
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Welcome Home! 
Cabrini College/University Alumni  

Return to Campus  
 

The return to campus for Cabrini University alumni during the 
September 11–12, 2026 Alumni Weekend marked an emotional, full-circle moment for the 
Cavalier community. Following Cabrini’s closure and acquisition by Villanova University, the 
Radnor campus underwent extensive renovations over a two-year period. 
 
Following a formal campus dedication 
ceremony by the Villanova University 
community on Thursday, September 
10th, this past weekend served as the 
official welcome back for Cabrini 
alums.  An estimated 400 graduates 
returned to visit their alma mater. 
 

The weekend’s 
festivities kicked 

off on Friday evening with a welcome event hosted by Missionary 
Sisters at their residence on campus. 
 
Saturday’s events included the traditional Alumni Awards luncheon 
recognizing 
distinguished 

graduates and milestone reunion classes, 
tours of the newly renovated campus, Mass 
in the campus chapel - now renamed the 
Sacred Heart Chapel - and the Blue and 
White Bash, a dinner and dancing wrap-up 
to the weekend.  
 
Alums enjoyed walking familiar paths, 
taking in the sparkling campus building  
renovations, and reliving wonderful 
memories.  It was a bittersweet and 
nostalgic time for all.  Many expressed 
gratitude to the Villanova community for 
their deep respect for Mother Cabrini and 
for continuing the Cabrinian legacy and 
Mother Cabrini’s “education of the heart.”   

Sr. Eileen Currie, MSC, ’66, welcomes alumni and faculty 
at the ‘Sips with the Sisters’ event.  

Sr. Christine Marie Baltas,MSC, ’66 (c.) was honored 
with the Martha Dale Award for Distinguished Alumni 
Service.  Joining Sr. Christine at the podium were from 
left, Rob and Ian Anderson, Martha Dale’s sons, and 
Nancy Gorevin Costello, ’71.  
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Remembering a Dear 
Friend and Classmate 

 
Members of the Cabrini College Class of 1972 gathered at 
the Cabrini Cottage in Wayne, PA, to share memories of 
their friend Mary Ryan Zanotti, who passed away on June 
4, 2026. Mary, whose photo is shown in the Mass 
program seen here, always had a special devotion to 
Mother Cabrini. Mary’s lighthearted spirit will be deeply 
missed.  

 

 

Prayer for Migrants and Refugees 

For all bishops in our Church that they may be encouraged by our prayers and 
support to lead God’s people in building a culture that respects the human 
dignity of all migrants, we pray to the Lord. 

For all Catholics, that God inspire them to take action in their local 
communities to support and protect migrants and to advocate on their behalf, 
we pray to the Lord. 

For unaccompanied migrant children, that God protect them on their journey 
and safely reunite them with their families, we pray to the Lord. 

For our neighbors, coworkers, friends, fellow Christians, and all people, that 
they may grow in their awareness of the issue of migration and become a voice 
in the public square calling for greater protections for these populations, we 
pray to the Lord. 

For migrant workers, refugees, and all other strangers in our midst, that they 
may find strength in our concern for justice and feel the warmth of our love, we 
pray to the Lord. 

For the bishops, that they will continue in their commitment to refugee 
resettlement and provide in their communities a place of welcome, we pray to 
the Lord. 

For all refugees who are forced to flee from their homes, that God bring peace 
to them and their country of origin, we pray to the Lord. 

For refugees in Africa, and the Middle East, and elsewhere who are 
experiencing great suffering that God might bring them to a place of peace 
and safety, we pray to the Lord. 

For the President of the United States and all government leaders: that the Son 
of God, who became human, will help them understand the great dignity of 
human persons, and support legislation that better protects vulnerable 
populations in our midst, we pray to the Lord. 

For policy makers in our nation that God grant them the wisdom to enact laws 
that provide greater protection for all migrant populations, we pray to the Lord. 
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