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Immigration Advocates Call on Biden 
 to Address Border Crisis 

~ by J.D. Long-Garcia AMERICA Magazine 
 

Some things have changed on the southern border, but a lot of things remain the same, according to 
Catholic humanitarian groups on the ground.   
 
The Biden administration last month began processing the asylum applications of migrants under 
the current Migrant Protection Protocols (MPP), a policy of the previous administration that 
empowered immigration officials to return thousands of asylum seekers to Mexico to await court 
decisions in the immigration court system.  The highest concentration of migrants have been waiting 
in Ciudad Juarez, just south of El Paso. Texas. 
 

Dylan Corbett, the Executive 
Director of the Hope Border 
Institute, has noted an increase in 
the number of unaccompanied 
minors in the area.  “The United 
States is obligated to receive, to 
ensure their safety and to keep them 
in the least restrictive setting 
possible – and to reunite them with 
their families or sponsors in other 
parts of the country,” he said.  But 
because of the overload at the 
border, some minors are exceeding a 
72 hour court-mandated limit for 
detention with the Border Patrol.   
 
Families with children are also 
showing up at the border in El Paso. 
“For the most part, nobody is being 

allowed [into the U.S.] through this sector, except for folks who are cleared for return under MPP or 
unaccompanied minors,” Mr. Corbett said.  
 
The changes to MPP, also known as the “Remain in Mexico” policy, led to a lot of confusion among 
immigrants and asylum seekers south of the border, according to Rev. Pat Murphy, Director of the 
Casa del Migrante shelter in Tijuana.   
 

Migrant children from Central America take refuge in the back of 
a U.S. Border Patrol vehicle after crossing the Rio Grande into the 
United States.   Photo credit: CNS photo/Adrees Latif, Reuters  
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“All they heard was [that] the border was open, that asylum was open, when in fact it was only for 
those who have been on ‘Remain in Mexico’ for the last two years,” the Scalabrinian priest, said.  
“They think that being there, the government is just going to say, ‘O.K., just come on in.’  But, 
they’re not going to say that,” he said.   
 
There is a lot of misinformation, and sometimes that misinformation is done purposefully by the 
coyotes [human traffickers] in the south, and they say, ‘Go to the border; go north.  If you go to the 
border and wait in line, they let you in,’  Fr. Murphy said.  “The desperation of the people is moving 
them to do anything.” But, the Biden administration has yet to open the border to asylum seekers.  
 
In the Mexican city of Nogales, Sara Ritchie of the Kino Border Initiative said they are also 
experiencing an increase in the number of migrants. Asylum seekers in border camps and vulnerable 
people seeking to flee Central America “have been enduring the pandemic for a year,” Ms. Ritchie 
said.  Many of them have been out of work and cannot “sustain being unemployed” any longer, their 
poverty making them especially susceptible to pressure and threats from criminal gangs.  
 
While she knows that MPP cases are being processed in California and Texas, she said few if any are 
being processed in Arizona.   
 
Father Murphy expects changes to 
immigration and asylum policies 
will not come quickly.   
 
“Biden can’t overturn everything in 
a month or so,” he said.  It’s going 
to be a long haul process.  Biden is 
going to get it from both sides.  
The people on the ground are going 
to want him to move really quickly 
while the people who are anti-
immigrant are going to say he’s 
moving too [fast].”   
 
But the immigration crisis is not 
going away. 
 
“The reality is that migrants are going to continue to come to the U.S.-Mexico border fleeing a toxic 
cocktail of causes, whether it’s climate change, or it’s political instability or violence or 
unemployment and the effects of the COVID crisis, or the hurricanes that recently hit Central 
America,” Mr. Corbett said.  
 
It is a time for the Catholic Church to step up its efforts, he said.  “We need the moral voice of the 
church right now to make the case to the nation and our policy makers that this is about welcoming 
Christ in the stranger.” 
 
 
To read the complete article click here 
 

Unaccompanied minors are fleeing Central America and are 
making their way to the U.S.-Mexico border. Photo: NY Times website  
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Virtual Anti-Trafficking Conference 
Provides Way to Combat Trafficking  

~ by Soli Salgado, Global Sisters Report 
 

Spotlighting the root causes and intersections of human trafficking, the Shine the Light  
virtual conference demonstrated the range of people and concrete actions needed to combat 
trafficking effectively.  
 

The March 8-9 webinar, for which more than 450 people registered, included a variety of voices: 
survivors with moving testimonies; sisters experienced in helping victims create new lives; experts 
who can speak to the unseen complexities exacerbating the problem; legislators who pass bills to 
curb the causes, and religious organizations and volunteers who raise awareness by localizing the 
issue. Hosted by the Sisters of the Good Shepherd National Advocacy Center, the conference began 
on International Women’s Day.   
 

Speaker Sr. Winifred Doherty, who represents the 
Congregation of Our Lady of Charity of the Good Shepherd at 
the United Nations, emphasized how economic systems and 
force migration compound the issue of labor and sex 
trafficking, with marginalized groups such as non-white people 
most often falling prey. 
 

Doherty considered how the coronavirus pandemic has shone a 
light on the “fault lines in society, showing ever more clearly the 
structural and systemic issues that we have known, ignored or 
chosen not to address,” she said.  The looming threat of 
climate change, which is also without regard for borders and 

boundaries, is simultaneously exposing similar inequalities. 
 

Doherty continued, “We must connect with and challenge the very system that perpetuates abuses, 
exploitation and injustices including gender inequality.  We must look at the big picture – the 
interconnectedness of the web of all existence – the planet and its peoples.” 
 

Missionary of Jesus Sr.  Norma Pimentel illustrated 
Doherty’s point of interconnectedness as she shared her 
experience of ministering to migrants on both sides of the 
U.S. – Mexico border.  Sr. Norma spoke of the 
mistreatment and abuse migrants encounter on one side of 
the border only for it to continue when they cross frontiers.   
 

Pimentel choked back tears of joy as she share her 
experience witnessing refugees in the Matamoros, Mexico, 
camp finally cross the bridge into the United States last 
week after two years of living in uncertainty, having fled 
their homes but being unwelcome in the United States.  
 

Sr. Winifred Doherty 
Photo credit: CNS Screenshot/YouTube 

 

Sr. Norma Pimentel 
Photo credit: GSR/CNS Screenshot 
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During the conference’s second day which focused on calls to action, a panel of guests highlighted a 
few U.S. parishes that can serve as examples for how to raise awareness and help trafficking 
survivors through efforts in local churches.   
 

The sum of the conference affirmed Sr. Doherty’s opening speech calling on all to tackle the many 
individual causes that ultimately contribute to the phenomenon of trafficking.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
“We must raise our voices for new systems and new structures that seek to uphold the sacredness of 
life through advocating for economies of care, gender justice, eco-justice and social justice,” Doherty 
said.  
 

 
   Missed Last Week’s Webinar? 

 
For those who were unable to view the conference at the scheduled times, you 
can now access the recordings for our 2021 Shine the Light Human Trafficking 
Conference: Root Causes and Intersections on Human Trafficking: 
 
Day 1: https://youtu.be/5GlE_rnuox4 
Day 2: https://youtu.be/Lrtg0YGAPJU 
 
They also are embedded in the Digital Toolkit page, as 
well,   https://www.gsadvocacy.org/human-trafficking-conference-packet.html 
 
To access the Corporate Stance of the Missionary Sisters on Anti-Human Trafficking 
Please click here 

 

Diane Fimbres, program manager of strategic initiatives on labor trafficking for the Polaris Project, hosts 
an education seminar highlighting the psychological effects of trafficking and the industries most likely to 
be complicit as part of the March 8-9 Shine the Light virtual conference.  Photo credit: GSR screenshot 
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The Guadalupe Province  
of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus has 

two Corporate Stances:  
 

CORPORATE STANCE #1 
To SUPPORT the rights and dignity of all immigrants. 

Responding to the Gospel call for justice and love, honoring the Catholic Social Teachings on the dignity 
of all persons, and continuing the legacy of St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Patroness of Immigrants, the 
Guadalupe Province of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus commits itself to: 

• WELCOME as brothers and sisters all immigrants to the lands in which we are missioned. 
• SUPPORT the rights of all persons to flee political, religious, or economic persecution; and 

support the basic human rights and dignity of all persons regarding: food, shelter, health care, 
employment at just wages, religious freedom and also honoring their customs and traditions. 

• EDUCATE others and ourselves about the needs of immigrants. 
• RE-EXAMINE political laws and regulations in light of these justice issues 

and to work to change those that do not meet human needs.  
• WORK in solidarity with immigrants and with others who share our values 

and beliefs to promote justice and compassion for all immigrants. 
 

                    CORPORATE STANCE #2 
                          STOP TRAFFICKING 

The Guadalupe Province of the Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
stands in solidarity with the victims of human trafficking within the territories 
of our province and around the globe.  
• Just as we welcome the immigrant in our midst, we condemn the use of 

violence, abduction, fraud, deception, coercion, or debt bondage to 
transport women and children from their homes for prostitution, sexual 
exploitation, forced labor, and/or real or virtual slavery. In the words of 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, “It is a sin against the dignity of persons and their 
fundamental rights that would reduce them by violence to their productive value or to a 
source of profit.” We recognize that the marginalized status of women and children in our 
global society makes them vulnerable to sexual and financial exploitation. 

• We pledge to educate ourselves and others regarding the prevalence, causes, and solutions to 
the worldwide trafficking of women and children. We promise not only to aid the victims, but 
also to work together with our friends throughout the world, with UNANIMA and other NGOs, 
with other religious congregations and advocacy groups, to prevent trafficking, to eliminate its 
root causes, to identify it when we see it, and to provide alternatives to women and children 
who have already been or are in danger of being trafficked. 

 

To access our Corporate Stances click here 
To order hard copies of the Corporate Stance brochures in English and/or Spanish, kindly email:  
Nancy Costello: ncostello@cabrini.edu 
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 So Good to See You Again! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

It's been an exciting week at Cabrini of Westchester as we welcome back visitors! Family members 
are now able to visit their loved ones on the residential nursing floors with social distancing in place 
and mask wearing.  
 

Due to visiting restrictions as a result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, it has been more than a year 
since this has taken place.  It is wonderful to see some new and familiar faces in the halls of the 
nursing home once again!   ~ submitted by Susan Herceg, Cabrini of Westchester  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo above: Sr. Veronica Liegey (l.) was so happy 
to see her sister, Sr. Christine Liegey.  
Photo right:   Mary Jackson visits with her mom, 
Mae Aiello, whom she had not seen since July! 
Photo below: Sr. Monica Griffin enjoys an in-
person chat with her brother, Michael Griffin.  
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Cabrini University Reinvention Brings Changes to 
Academic Programs 

 
RADNOR, PA—Cabrini University has announced it will implement academic programming and 
coursework changes as part of a comprehensive evaluation process and reinvention plan, launched 
in 2019 to fortify the University’s position in a shifting higher education market. Informed by input 
and evaluations from working groups within faculty, staff, and administration, as well as a budgetary 
committee, these decisions were necessary to realize cost efficiencies and identify Cabrini’s 
sustainable path forward. 

 
 
According to recommendations made during the reinvention process and approved by the Board of 
Trustees, coursework from some majors will be rolled into the Core Curriculum or reworked into a 
new major, and several degree programs will cease to be offered as a major for incoming students, 
although existing minors will continue. 

Cabrini’s reinvention plan has relied on a collaborative process—both internally and with the 
guidance of higher education consultant Credo—to establish rubrics and pertinent data sets that 
have enabled the institution to evaluate each academic and administrative department objectively. 
These assessments have and will continue to inform strategic decisions made throughout the 
reinvention process.   ~ from the Cabrini University website    To learn more click here 

Are you looking for constructive, nuanced conversation about the big 
issues of our day? Join Catholic Sisters and other panelists for a year-
long monthly discussion series Exploring Intersections: Catholic Sisters 
on Racism, Migration and Climate. 
Each month, we’ll focus on a social issue and explore how it intersects 
with racism, migration and climate in a thought-provoking and engaging 
conversation. Host Charish Badzinski–writer, communication consultant, 
strategic planner, and public relations professional–will skillfully steer the 
conversation among three selected panelists. The panelists offer unique 
perspectives, notable achievements and invaluable insight on their 
particular topic.  

                                                     FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: info@exploringintersections.org 
 

The Woodcrest Mansion on the campus of Cabrini University  
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Next Wednesday! 
  The third and final webinar  

in our Compelling Series on Immigration:  

“Dreaming of a  
Single Human Family”  

Sponsored by: 
The National Shrine of St. Frances X. Cabrini, Chicago, IL 

in collaboration with 
The Cabrini Retreat Center, Des Plaines, IL 

with the gracious participation 
                       of Cabrini University faculty and staff members 
 

WEDNESDAY, March 24, 2021 
8:00 am PST/9:00 am MST/10:00 am CST/11:00 am EST/* 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://zoom.us/j/92533568427?pwd=NUxJWGdnKzB0RmcrdVNabnoxcWlkdz09 

Passcode: 993541 
Or iPhone one-tap : 

US: +13017158592,,92533568427#  or +13126266799,,92533568427# 
Or Telephone: 

Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
US: +1 301 715 8592  or +1 312 626 6799  or +1 646 558 8656  or +1 253 215 8782  or +1 346 248 

7799  or +1 669 900 9128 
Webinar ID: 925 3356 8427 

International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/aev2SEVWzG 
 

“Immigration from the Perspective of the Cabrinian Charism, on a local, national and international level. 
Highlighting the focus of Cabrini University Wolfington Center” 

We will discuss some of the ways that the Wolfington Center at Cabrini University puts our commitment 
to solidarity with migrants into practice and look for ways that participants in the session can find new 
opportunities for engagement in their own communities.  Initiatives include a middle school mentoring 
program with newly arrived immigrants in Norristown, PA; immigration simulations through our CRS 
Ambassadors chapter; and a grant-funded faculty cohort focused on migration.  

 
Presenter:  
 
 
 
Raymond Ward, PhD 
Dr. Ray Ward is the Director of the Wolfington Center at Cabrini University He earned 
a PhD in Christian Ethics from Boston College, writing on the concept of collective 
moral agency and responsibility in the Christian tradition.  He serves as an advisor to 
several student-run organizations and also teaches the Faith, Service and Advocacy 
and College Success Seminar. 

 
 *If you are unable to join the webinar as it is being presented live, the presentations will be recorded and will 

be available on the websites of the National Shrine: www.cabrininationalshrine.org and the Missionary 
Sisters: www.mothercabrini.org 
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The CLM Corner  
Each week during Lent,  

one of the Cabrini Lay Missionaries will be offering a reflection. 
The reflection for The Fifth Sunday in Lent is offered by 

Lorraine Campanelli, CLM, Director  
 
     The Fifth Sunday in Lent  

 

How interesting that Pope Francis has announced a year to honor 
St. Joseph.  In the midst of Lent, we celebrated the Feast Day of St. 
Joseph on March 19th. In this coming Sunday’s Gospel, John 
12:24-26, we hear, “Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

to the ground and dies, it remains just a grain of 
wheat; but if it dies, it produces much fruit.”  
These verses make me think of St. Joseph. 
He struggled when he learned that Mary was 
pregnant.  Imagine looking forward to 
getting married and then everything changed.  
But, when God sent a message to him through a dream, he realized that 
he was being called to something greater.  He believed in God from the 
depths of his heart.  I’m sure it wasn’t easy to deal with the fact that he 
was going to be a step-father to Jesus.  St. Joseph had to have deep faith 

in order to get through all that he did. I think that St. Joseph allowed the grain of wheat to fall 
to the ground and die. Perhaps, what fell to the ground were his hopes, his dreams, whatever 
he was planning.  But, he said, “Yes” to God and allowed new life to come through the death 
of his own will. 
 

Reflection:   What do I need to let fall to the ground and die? 
Can I say, “Yes” to God’s will for me?                                                                                                                             

~ by Lorraine Campanelli, CLM, Director 
 

March 19th is the Feast of St. Joseph  
 
Pope Francis describes Saint Joseph as a beloved father, a tender and loving father, 
an obedient father, an accepting father; a father who is creatively courageous, a 
working father, a father in the shadows. 
 
St Joseph is the Patron of the Universal Church. Pope Francis has proclaimed a 
special “Year of St Joseph,” which began on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception 2020 and will extend to the same feast in 2021. 
 
St. Joseph is invoked as patron for many causes. He is the patron of the Universal 
Church. He is the patron of the dying because Jesus and Mary were at his death-
bed. He is also the patron of fathers, of carpenters, and of social justice. Many 
religious orders and communities are placed under his patronage. ~ Vatican News 
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 Prayer Requests 
 

Texas Residents 
Prayers are invited for the residents of Texas, who after coping with frigid temperatures, no 
power and no water for days last month, are now struggling to pay high electric bills.  Please 
pray that families will be able to seek resolution regarding these increased electric payments.   

 
Bernard “Bernie” Valente 

Prayers are requested for Bernie Valente, the brother of Cabrini (College) University alumna 
Maria Valente Breeser ’73.  Bernie recently tested positive for COVID-19.  Please pray that 
his symptoms remain mild and that he will fully recover.  

 
 

   Continuing prayers 
 

Sr. Tommasina Lanski, MSC  
Your continuing prayers are requested for Sr. Tommasina who 
remains on the critical list at Calvary Hospital.  Pray for her 
comfort and serenity. 
 

Sr. Celia Cid, MSC  
Kindly continue to remember Sr. Celia in your prayers as her 
health condition is deteriorating.  Pray for her comfort and calm.  

 

   
    With a Grateful Heart 

Ray Cannon 
Anita Catalanotto, a staff member at Cabrini University, expresses her thanks for the 
outpouring of prayers for her brother, Ray Cannon, who recently suffered a stroke.  Ray has 
been discharged from the hospital and is continuing with therapy as he recovers.  
 

In Loving Memory  
 

Connie Wiemer 
Please pray for the repose of the soul of Connie Wiemer, who passed away 
yesterday.  Connie is the sister of Sr. Angelina Randazzo, MSC.  May she rest in God’s 
eternal light.  

 
Sr. Genoveffa Tedesco, MSC 

Sr. Geny, 88 years old, returned home to God on March 16th.   Sr. Geny is from Sacro 
Cuore Community in Codogno, Italy.  May she rest in peace.  

 
 


