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Dual Concerns: the Indigenous People of Brazil  
and the Impact of Amazon Fires  

~ Eduardo Campos Lima, Catholic News Service 
 

 
After denouncing the record number of wildfires in the 
Amazon in August and the growing deforestation of the 
region, the Brazilian Catholic Church is pressuring the 
government to guarantee the safety of several Amazonian 
indigenous peoples. 
 

“Amid the environmental destruction caused by 
deforestation and criminal wildfires, especially in the 
Amazonian region, Brazilian President Jair Bolsonaro 
maintains an incendiary attitude with a repugnant 
aggressiveness directed to the native peoples of the 
Amazon and their right to a dignified existence,” said the 
Indigenous Missionary Council’s statement. 
 

“Hundreds of illegal miners, illegal loggers and land-
grabbers invaded the indigenous reservation Trincheira 
Bacaja in 2016.  They destroyed the forests, started 
wildfires and even built a village, but the authorities didn’t 
do anything.  So now the Xikrin people decided to expel the invaders with their own hands,” said 
Cleanton Curioso, the Indigenous Missionary Council’s coordinator told the Catholic News Service.  
 

About 1,200 indigenous people live in 16 villages in the reservation which is shared by the Xikrin 
and two other nations. 
 

Sr. Laura Vicuna Manso, a missionary in the region said, “The invaders are certainly the perpetrators 
of the fires.  It’s an orchestrated criminal action.”  She said that more that 27,000 acres of rainforest 
on the reservation were destroyed in recent years.   
 

On August 25, the Brazilian magazine Globo Rural published a story on the wildfires criminally  
provoked in the city of Altamira by miners and famers.  According to the article, a group of 70 
people organized the biggest wildfire in the history of the state of Para, an event they called the “day 
of fire.” 
 

“Many people don’t get their hands dirty but obtain profits from such acts.  The Brazilian history 
shows us who are the most privileged people throughout the decades of destruction of the Amazon, 
said Archbishop Roque Paloschi, President of the Indigenous Missionary Council.   
 

A member of the Shanenawa tribe in Brazil performs a 
native dance to celebrate nature and to ask for an end to 
the burning of the Amazon.  Photo: CNS/Reuters/Ueslei Marcelino  
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Share the Journey:  Meet Our Neighbor 
 

Catholic Charities of Oregon has been 
resettling refugees since the end of World 
War II. Every few weeks we welcome the 
world’s most vulnerable as our newest 
neighbors. Most families we help have been 
in refugee camps for over a decade. Many 
have been waiting to resettle to the United 
States for more than 20 years. 

Persecuted and driven from their homes for 
reasons of race, ethnicity, membership in a 
social group, political opinion or religion, 
these families have passed the most 
rigorous security screenings to enter our country. Looking ahead, I fear that we are welcoming 
our last refugee families to the U.S., and to Oregon, and that we will no longer continue to be a 
country of refuge. 

As Program Manager for Refugee Services, I have the incredible honor of working with a team 
of dedicated volunteers and social workers. Our team welcomes the stranger and walks 
alongside newly and recently-arrived refugee families as they rebuild their lives. We have just a 
few weeks to prepare for an arrival and we must find and furnish housing. Many of those 
volunteers will be at the airport to welcome the family. These airport greetings show arriving 
families that they are welcomed and appreciated in the U.S. The rhetoric that refugees are not 
wanted here has made its way to the refugee camps. We’ve had families scared to walk off the 
plane due to that rhetoric. 

Upon arrival, our staff members have 30 days to perform the following with refugee families: 
home orientation and safety; provide a 10-course curriculum on Cultural Orientation; assist in 
enrolling the children in school; enroll the adults in ESL classes and employment services; help 
the family learn to use mass transit; ensure everyone receives medical care and screenings; 
help get a state ID and apply for Social Security cards; assist young men sign up for Selective 
Service; help learn grocery shopping; help write a resume and apply for jobs; help sign up for a 
bank account; teach how to pay utility bills; provide instruction for paying back the loan for 
their airfare to the U.S.; educate on who to call if there’s an emergency; help creating a budget 
with unfamiliar currency; etc. 

Refugees add to our communities as economic contributors is the connection we all share. We 
are all sisters and brothers. We can’t forget this simple teaching. As a part of the amazing 
Refugee Services team at Catholic Charities, I am reminded of this daily. It is an honor and a 
privilege to share in this work.  ~ Matthew Westerbeck, Catholic Charities of Oregon  
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Providing a “Jump Start” for Kindergarten 
 

Cabrini Immigrant Services (CIS), Dobbs Ferry, held its Jump 
Start Program for our new families.  The program is for new 
kindergarten students who will be starting Springhurst Elementary 
School and their parents.  For the children, there was a bit of 
excitement and nervousness as they walked into CIS.  However, 
within a few minutes, they were smiling and working with their 
kindergarten teachers.     
 

Thanks to a grant from St. Faith’s House Foundation, our new 
Cabrini Kids and their parents, learned about what to expect in 
kindergarten.  The parents were able to speak with the teachers as 
well as get their Parent Portal accounts set up.  The children did 
some writing and drawing and then they shared what they had 
with each other.  One of the teachers read a story to the children.   
They were so engaged and so excited to raise their hand and 
answer some questions. 
 

We are so happy to welcome our new Cabrini Kids and their 
families.  Every child received a special packet with school 
supplies, a book about kindergarten and a magnetic board so they 
can practice their words and their numbers. 
 

We wish them good luck as they start the new school year.   
~ submitted by Lorraine, Campanelli, Director of CIS, Dobbs Ferry, NY  

 

 
Cabrini U. Ranked Among the Most Transformative in Nation  

Cabrini University has been 
named one of the most 
transformative colleges in the 
nation by Money Magazine. 
Cabrini was one of only four 
Pennsylvania colleges named in 
the top-50 ranking, which 
evaluated graduation rates, 
graduate earnings, and student 
loan repayment. 
 

The magazine based their rankings 
on an institution’s "value add," an indicator to showcase schools whose alumni report high levels of 
success.  
 

Cabrini’s mission, an Education of the Heart, empowers students to be change-makers in their 
communities, fields of study, and the world. This transformative pedagogy is dedicated to educating 
the whole person—mind, body, and spirit—and is realized through hands-on learning experiences, 
student activities and athletic, and service opportunities.  ~ Cabrini University website  

Through the Jump Start program, Mrs. Judy 
Sanseverino, a kindergarten teacher welcomes a 
Cabrini KID who is a new kindergartener.  

For more information on the ranking, visit MONEY’S 2019-20 Most Transformative Colleges. 
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Working for Immigrant Justice  
 

On August 24, Cabrini Retreat Center hosted the 2nd Annual Archdiocesan Retreat for Immigration 
Parish Coordinators (IPC) in the Chicago Archdiocese.  This is a group of parish leaders in native-
born congregations who work for immigrant justice by leading parish educational events, local 
advocacy actions, and immigrant empowerment activities, including multi-cultural efforts. 

 

Chicago is known for having so many ethnic parishes because of the city’s cultural diversity that 
parishes not centered in one culture are classified as “native-born”.  IPC’s have the mission to keep 
their fellow parishioners in touch with the needs and concerns of this most timely of issues on 
immigration.  Their message resonates with that of Pope Francis who said, “Migrants are persons, 
with their own names, stories and families.  There can never be true peace as long as a single human 
being is violated in his or her personal identity and reduced to a mere statistic or an object of 
economic calculation.” 

 

This retreat was an opportunity for IPCs to support one another in their efforts, to hear about the 
recent trip to the border in El Paso that was organized for several of them and to hear of other 
efforts in the archdiocese in which their parishioners can participate.  
 

The retreat provided an opportunity for the staff at the Cabrini Retreat Center to give one more 
reminder about the Run for Your Life event that they will be hosting in September.  It gave the Center 
more exposure to the various archdiocesan offices that deal with immigration issues.  The IPCs were 
very grateful for the Retreat Center’s offer to host the retreat and the opportunity for several 
participants to experience Cabrini Retreat Center for the first time.  

~ submitted by Sr. Cathy Fedewa, CSFN 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Parish leaders listen to a presentation on immigrant empowerment 
 at the Cabrini Retreat Center, Des Plaines, IL. 

One Minute Meditation 
The Old is Good 

 
Aging means become more of a person and more you over time.  Your very purpose in 
life is to age, to become what you are; essentially, to unfold and let your inborn nature 
be revealed.  You let your ageless self, your soul, peek out from behind the more 
anxious, active self.  Aging is not just adding years to our total on earth but a process of 
humanization, of becoming more spiritually and culturally complex.  The older you get, 
the more you are naturally open to a spiritual life and to questions of meaning and 
purpose.  Of course, this is not true of everyone.  You have to have thought about your 
life for a long while to develop a strong spirituality in old age.  You have to have aged 
spiritually.      ~ Thomas Moore, Ageless Soul  
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From the Province Vocations Promotion Team…  
This summer, Sr. Martha Lopez, MSC attended a Vocational Accompaniment Course at the 
University of the Incarnate Word in San Antonio, Texas.  She shares her experience with the 
Cabrinian Community…       

"Hope is the dream of the waking man…"  

… And we awake, we await the dawn and the flowering of new vocations in the Church and in 
our Institute. I want to share with you that I had the wonderful opportunity to participate in an 
interesting Vocational Accompaniment Course, taught by the Vocation Animation Services of 
the Diocesan Operative priests, whose charism is to promote vocations today. 

 

The Workshop was held at the facilities of the University of the Incarnate Word, in San Antonio, 
Tx., led by the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, who gave us a beautiful and generous 
welcome. We were around 35 participants who, aware of the urgent task of promoting Hispanic 
female vocations, arrived from different parts of the southwest of the country, with the 
conviction that we need formation to “accompany” our candidates. It's about knowing how to 
walk with them, of being true companions. Many young people are hungry for spiritual life, for 
faith (they need to believe in "something") and also 
hungry for vocational accompaniment. 

It is motivating for all of us to verify that there is a 
resurgence of the religious vocation today. Today 
this concern has re-emerged strongly in youth and 
there is more sensitivity to this approach. Perhaps 
because we have heard the voice of Pope Francis 
who constantly invites us to go out to meet others. 

The experiences of service, of the mission, of being touched by reality, are spaces in which 
young people discover their vocation because they question and uninstall them. That is why 
sisters and brothers, let us continue to be in the middle of town, in the middle of people, in 
parishes, with immigrants, with those who suffer. Young people want to see in the face of the 
religious today, the joy of Consecration, the joy of service, the joy of living the Gospel. They 
thus realize that their lives make sense and that it is worth playing their whole lives in response 
to Jesus. Let's continue to show the beautiful face of our vocation! 

Participants in the Vocational Accompaniment Course in San Antonio, TX.  
 Sr. Martha Lopez, MSC is seated front row, center. 

Members of the NRVC Southwest Region. Sr. Martha, 3rd. r.  
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Cabrini High School Celebrates 60th Anniversary 

with Mass and Reception 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What:  On September 8, 1959, the buildings of Mother Cabrini’s orphanage were 

restructured and welcomed the first students of Cabrini High School, an all-girls 
Catholic high school in New Orleans.  

 
Cabrini High School is hosting a special 60th anniversary mass and reception 
celebrating 60 years of Cabrini High Schools and Mother Cabrini’s mission “to 
educate the minds and hearts of young women.” 
 
 

When: Monday, September 9, 2019 – 8:00 a.m. 
 

Where: Mass – Holy Rosary Church 
  3368 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans 

Reception – Esplanade Building Courtyard, Cabrini High School 
 3400 Esplanade Avenue, New Orleans 

 
How: Cabrini students, faculty and staff, alumnae, and special guests will join together 

for the anniversary Mass at Holy Rosary Church. Following Mass, alumnae and 
special guests are invited to a breakfast reception in the courtyard of the 
Esplanade Building where they can explore the original orphanage and school 
building. All students and faculty and staff will enjoy a separate reception in the 
cafeteria.   
 

 
Contact: For more information, contact Katelyn Ehrhardt, Cabrini High School Director of 

Communications; kehrhardt@cabrinihigh.com. 
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Please join us for a beautiful evening as we celebrate Mother Cabrini as the anchor to our community.  
This year's benefit venue, the Chicago Yacht Club embodies our deep admiration for Mother Cabrini and the 

Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, who traveled overseas and worked tirelessly to provide worldwide 
education, social services and care to immigrant men, women and children. 

September 12, 2019 – Chicago Yacht Club  
400 E. Monroe Street  

Chicago, IL 60603 
6:00 pm Cocktails – 7:30 pm Dinner    Tickets: $175.00 per person   

Save the Date  
Annual Benefit Dinner 

Thursday, September 12, 2019 
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The event is free and open to the public.  Please RSVP with this Film Screening Link or 
on Eventbrite. 

Please join us for a special screening of the documentary The Nuns, the Priests and the 
Bomb.  The film follows anti-nuclear war activists of the Plowshares movement in their acts of 
civil disobedience at sites of the US nuclear arms arsenal and production.  Discussion will follow 
with filmmaker Helen Young and activists Sister Carol Gilbert, Sister Ardeth Platte and Sister 
Megan Rice. 

This event is sponsored by Pax Christi Metro New York, with Fordham co-sponsorship from the 
Center for Ethics Education, Center on Religion and Culture, and the Institute of International 
Humanitarian Affairs. 

  

For questions contact Professor Jeannine Hill Fletcher, hillfletche@fordham.edu. 
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	Save the Date! – Coming Soon! 
Tuesday, September 17, 2019 

   
Cabrini Mission Foundation   

FUNdraiser! 

 
  

The Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 

Cabrini Mission Foundation Board of Trustees invite you to 
the fifth annual  

Bowling FUNdraiser! 
For information:  https://cabrinifoundation.org/events/bowling-fundraiser/ 
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Prayer Requests 
 
Elizabeth King  

Miriam King, the Director of the St. Frances X. Cabrini Shrine in New York City, asks our 
prayers for her mom, Elizabeth King, who is in the hospital with pneumonia. The doctor 
said she is responding well to the antibiotics and will probably be able to go to rehab later 
this week. Prayers would be appreciated.  

 
Kitty McCormick 
 Please pray for Kitty, the cousin of Sr. Grace Waters, MSC, who is undergoing treatment for  
 cancer.  Pray that she will tolerate the course of treatment well and attain a full recovery. 
 
Julie Trujillo Stossmeister		

Please keep Julie, a wonderful friend to the Mother Cabrini Shrine in Golden, CO, in your 
prayers. She was diagnosed with a very aggressive stage four lung cancer, has had surgery 
and is now undergoing chemotherapy for the next six months.  Julie has a great devotion to 
Mother Cabrini and would be so grateful to be lifted up in prayer. 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
 
Christina Marconi Gaudio 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Christina Marconi Gaudio who passed away on 
September 1st at the age of 37.  She is the niece of a friend of Maria Valente Breeser ’73 
Cabrini (College) University.  Please keep her family in your prayers: especially her husband 
Nicholas and her two young children Sophia (9) and Lucy (6).  Pray that her family finds 
comfort and peace during this very sad time.   

 
Grace LaMattina 

Kindly pray for the repose of the soul of Grace LaMattina, the mother of Nancy LaMattina 
Costello, the sister-in-law of Nancy Gorevin Costello of the Province Communications 
Office.  Mrs. LaMattina passed away peacefully on September 3rd.  Please keep the LaMattina 
and Costello Families in your prayers.  

  
 
 
 

 


