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An inspiring sharing of 
experiences was held in the “Path 
of Life” retreat last September 25, 
2011. Four individuals coming 
from Manila shared their Chris-
tian life and the dedication they 
have to serve God. Their experi-
ences served  as an example for 
us, especially for the youth.   

The retreat was  also a 
good time to reflect on the  plans 
we have  in our lives, what we 
want to do and what are we going 
to do to achieve those goals. I 
learned that it is not easy to make 
decisions knowing that we might 
lose something or someone to 
serve God. It also takes a lot of 
sacrifice to achieve individual  
goals.  

One of the speakers shared  that there is something more important than any other thing in this world 
and that is God. God will put a desire in our heart s to love.  To  listen to what God is saying and everything will 
be fine since there is always a time for everything.  The speaker also shared that we should  involve God in mak-
ing our decisions and even in our daily lives. If w e acquire this, then we can understand ourselves, our purpose, 
and our connection to others and most of all our connection to God.  

 

This experience made me convinced that God never fails us. He may give us challenges at times, but He 
knows that this will make us strong and will deepen our fait h in Him. 
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My World  Youth Day experience is what I called as “The Start 
of my Journey with God”.   This event provided a way for me to 
be interested and to reflect about God, to appreciate and love 
His creation and to get to know myself. It was hard at first  to do 
this because I never knew where to start. I never went to Church 
in the past, I don’t know how to read the Bible, in short- I a m 
not a committed Catholic. It’s very easy to say that we are Catho-
lics but it’s hard to become a true Catholic. But through WY D, I 
found that it is not that hard to become a true Catholic. It is d if-
ficult because that’s what we have instilled in our minds,  but if 
we really want to, we can become dedicated Catholics���

Right now, I am getting involved in our church and I 
am attending different retreats and recollections to 
deepen my understanding and faith in God. I can’t be-
lieve I’m doing all of these activities without others 
forcing me to do so. I also learned to take risks because 
I am usually the type of person who does not want to 
try something if it is new to me, or if I am uncomfort-
able.  

 I was hesitant to go to the WYD  because I knew there 
would be a lot of people there and I am not comfort-
able being with crowds, unless I know them, and I was 
also worried about school. As I took  time to reflect, I 
realized that maybe this is the right time to embrace my 
Catholic faith in God. If I will not do this now, when 
will be the right time? Chances won’t wait for us for-
ever, and so we should learn to take risks because oth-

erwise, we’ll never know how beautiful life could be, when w alking with God.  

 

Before, I wasted so many opportunities because I was scared, and I was also very pessimistic and did not seek 
God’s help. I also learned that we should not be afraid because God is always there, watching over us, guiding us and wil l 
never leave us. If we found just a single footprint on the sand, it is because God is carrying us to lead us on the right 
path. It is also good to pray because this is the time for us to give praise to God and to share our thoughts that we can’t 
share with others.  

I am very blessed and thankful for this opportunity to enc ounter God and to feel His love. I wish all of us may 
learn to appreciate God, and it is never too late. If we really want to, we can do it. We can begin simply by learning to 
listen to Him; allow Him to enter into our hearts, and to s pend time, even if just a few moments each day with His words 
because it will help us to know Him better. �
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